University of South Florida

Digital Commons @ University of South Florida
Cave Talk

Newsletters and Periodicals

February 2008

Cave Talk
Cave Association National

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/cave_talk

Recommended Citation
National, Cave Association, "Cave Talk" (2008). Cave Talk. 40.
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/cave_talk/40

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Newsletters and Periodicals at Digital Commons @
University of South Florida. It has been accepted for inclusion in Cave Talk by an authorized administrator of Digital
Commons @ University of South Florida. For more information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

OFFICERS:

President: Steve Thompson
Fantastic Caverns, MO 417-833-2010
sthompson@fantasticcaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Vice President: Eric Evans
Ohio Caverns, OH 937-465-4017
crcave@ctcn.net

National Caves Association - Susan Berdeaux, Coordinating Director

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

P.O. Box 280, Park City, KY 42160 susan@cavern.com 270-749-2228 fax 270-749-2428

Secretary Treasurer: Susan Berdeaux
Diamond Caverns, KY 270-749-2228
susan@cavern.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Past President: Brad Wuest
Natural Bridge Caverns, TX 210-651-6101
bwuest@naturalbridgecaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REGIONAL DIRECTORS

Region One:
(CT, DE, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT)
Greg Beckler Natural Stone Bridge & Caves
518-494-2283 gbeckler@frontiernet.net
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Two: (MD, VA, WV, KY)
Rod Graves - Luray Caverns, VA
540-743-6551 rod.graves@luraycaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Three: (IL,IN, MI, OH)
Claudia Yundt - Squire Boone Caverns, IN
812-732-4382 claudia@squireboone.com

MIDWINTER 2008 ISSUE
The NCA Executive Committee and Board of Directors were hard at work in
Springfield, MO on February 5‐7, 2008. The annual midwinter board meeting
and Insurance Committee meeting were graciously hosted by President Steve
Thompson at the Oasis Convention Center in Springfield. While two of the
Insurance Committee members were unable to attend due to weather issues,
everyone else made it to Springfield in between winter storms. Our president
was accommodating enough to see that while we were there, it only rained
when we were in meetings. He did NOT, however, do as well for the
temperature – it was COLD!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Four: (IA, KS, MO, NE)
David Thompson - Bridal Cave, MO
573-346-2676 info@bridalcave.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Five: (MN, MT, ND, SD, WI)
Joe Klimczak - Cave of the Mounds, WI
608-437-3038 joe@caveofthemounds.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Six : (CA, ID, NV, OR, WA)
Steve Fairchild – Moaning Cavern, CA
209-736-0330 steve@caverntours.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Seven: (AZ, CO, NM, UT, WY)
Steve Runkle - Cave of the Winds, CO
719-685-5444 rsr@caveofthewinds.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Eight: (AR, LA, OK, TX)
Michelle Devaney - Longhorn Caverns, TX
830-598-CAVE michelle@vtrc.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Nine: (AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, SC, TN,)
Patty Perlaky – Raccoon Mt. Caverns, TN
423-821-9403 caveperl@yahoo.com

Many business items were discussed. Ann and Marion Dunlavy were kind
enough to make the trip from Pennsylvania to give us an update on Convention
08. Lake Raystown Resort will be a unique venue, though it will be hard to
concentrate on business due to the beautiful setting! Accommodations can
include houseboats so now would be the time to rent one if you’ve ever been
inclined to do so. A first for this meeting will be a REAL Gift show. Those of you
who ask every year for more retail offerings should be pleased – plan to come in
on Sunday, Oct. 5th so you can shop till you drop on Monday the 6th. The show
will run from 12pm – 9pm that evening. You don’t even have to make a decision
to go to the show or attend business meetings – the entire day will be a shopping
day (unless, of course, you are one of those unfortunate few who will have to
attend committee meetings!) If this is an activity you want to see continued at
future conventions, please support this event.

While on the subject of the convention, the timing of our annual meeting was
also brought up. We hear, loudly and clearly, that October is a bad time for a
number of members but we never hear what the best time is. The Convention
Committee will be tasked with asking each of you to tell us the two best weeks
out of the year for you to attend a convention but you don’t have to wait to be
asked – let the office know NOW, while we are in the planning stage for future meetings. We realize that there is no
perfect time when all can attend but if moving the meeting to another month or another time of year would increase
attendance, we would surely consider it.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Ten: (AK, HI, Bermuda, International)
Jeanne Gurnee – Goodlettsville, TN
615-264-0019 jgurneeNSS@aol.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We are pleased to report that we are over the halfway point in certification of alpha radiation plans. If you are one of
the few remaining caves to complete your plan, feel free to ask for help from any member of the Executive Committee
or Board of Directors – they are there to help. All plans need to be completed by the end of this year.
Based on the spirited discussion at this past meeting regarding the bylaws revision, you can be sure they were addressed
at this meeting. By May 1st, you will have the new, improved version. Although we received very little input from the
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general membership, the board made specific recommendations and sent the bylaws committee back to work. Chair
Brad Wuest has made significant progress with the new document.
Retail chair Claudia Yundt reported on group buying opportunities. Susan Berdeaux is working on a cave mug while Eric
Evans is working with the Penny Machine Co to create a souvenir penny book just for caves with discounted pricing.
Claudia met with Jeff Campbell, a retail committee member from Fantastic Caverns, to discuss direct buying
opportunities from overseas.
President Thompson formed two new committees while the board was in session. The new Education Committee will
be chaired by Ann Dunlavy and the Vice‐chair is Ann Westcott, Cave of the Mounds WI. Ann & Ann (!) will be meeting to
discuss goals and objectives. The second committee is the Public Relations Committee, chair TBD, with the objective of
increasing public awareness of the NCA and show caves.
Steve also made many suggestions to the board regarding long range fundraising for the NCA. Our various committees
will be very busy once he has delegated some of those ideas to them! The board was also very receptive to his thoughts
on public relations, which are engineered to sell more tickets to our attractions – and isn’t that what we all want?!
You’ll all just have to stay tuned for more details. Or better yet, if you are interested in either of these topics, call Steve
and he can fill you in and put you to work!
The Insurance Committee met briefly before spending Thursday visiting area caves. Steve Runkle, committee chair, has
some service issues with our broker but all agreed the program has come a long way from just four years ago.
All of the officers and directors agreed the meeting was time well spent. If there are issues you would like the board to
address, contact your regional director or any member of the Executive Committee. We work for YOU and we want to
hear what you have to say, even if it’s not nice sometimes. This is a MEMBER association – if you don’t want anyone
else making the decisions for you, you have a responsibility to speak up. With all these great minds, who knows what
we can accomplish?!

2

